


FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER...

Happy Fall IHC Family!

“I can’t wait until August so it cools off…..” said no one ever, 
but that’s exactly what the doctor ordered in 2025! As I write 
this article, we’re experiencing our second “false Fall,” and this 
one looks like it has legs, as the 15-day forecast has only 80’s and 
60’s! With opening College Football weekend, some of  our SEC 
brethren will actually be sporting their ¼ zips for opening day; 
AMAZING! Besides better football-watching weather, these 
unseasonally cool temps, especially those at night, have had done

wonders for our bentgrass greens. The Golf  Maintenance crew have already reverted 
back to our regular pin placements and have been lowering the height of  cut, thereby 
getting the greens faster. In late August…. #goodcleanliving.

Our inaugural “Learn CPR and AED use” 
seminar has been re-scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 30th. A complimentary event 
for the membership, we’ll have a Member-
sign bar and hour d’oeuvres starting at 
5:00, then the seminar will begin at 5:30. 
Be prepared when the unexpected happens 
in the middle of  the night and join us 
on Sept. 30th!

Finally, Idle Hour Club Wall of  Fame 
member Russell Henley had himself  a 
tournament at East Lake at the 2025 
Tour Championship! Usually East Lake 
signals the end of  the season for the PGA 
TOUR’s elite golfers, but every 2 years 
the Ryder Cup comes around, and when 
you’re #4 in the world, you play on. Good 
luck to Russell in your first Ryder Cup at 
Bethpage Black! Everyone have a great 
September, and may your football team 
fare well! (How many days until 
basketball season?)…

Patrick Joyce, CCM
General Manager

2025 Board of  Directors
John F. Hall - President
Edmond H. Wilson - Vice President | Golf
Reeves Minton - Tennis
John B. Wilkerson, Jr. - House
Rader Sellers - Long Range Planning | Construction | Special Projects
R. B. “ Trip” Walden III- Finance
Bonnie B. Gibson - Membership
Greg Parker - Secretary | Fitness
George S. Greer - Pool | Entertainment

Staff  (and extensions)
Clubhouse - (477-1724)
Patrick Joyce, General Manager CCM (223)
Clayton Stall, Clubhouse Manager (224)
Tracy Martin, Membership Director (222)
Kathy Joyce, Controller (225)
Deborah Braswell, Account Payable (276)
Dottie Panter, Accounting (227)
LaToya Jenkins, Director of  Catering (226)
Chef  Travis Clements , Executive Chef
Aubrey Dudley, Assistant Food & Beverage Director
Ben Richardson, Food & Beverage Manager (266)
Patricia Smith, Food & Beverage Manager
Shemecia Nelson, Food & Beverage Manager
Blake Barnhill, Assistant Beverage Manager (236)
Anthony Stout, Assistant Food & Beverage Manager
Kirk Hice, Director of  Golf  (477-2092)
Wade Thomas, Director of  Golf  Course & Ground (477-2373)
Craig Jones, Director of  Tennis (477-6701)
Larry Washington, Jr., Men’s Locker Room Supervisor (240)
Rob Haver, Director of  Wellness (474-8535)
Robin Shelley, Director of  Housekeeping
Mark Allred, Director of  Maintenance(231)

Have comments or 
suggestions for the board? 
Please email comments@idlehourclub.com

Patrick Joyce
General Manager, CCM
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Dr. Travis G. Boyd
Plastic Surgeon
Renaissance Plastic Surgery
Spouse: Mrs. Audrea Boyd
Sponsor: Dr. Taylor McLendon

Mr. Stephen E. Kuczynski
Retired CEO
Southern Nuclear Operating Co.
Spouse: Mrs. Janice Kuczynski
Sponsor: Mr. Arthur C. Jones

Mr. William R. Keyes
United States Attorney
Law Enforcement / Government
Spouse: Margaret Keyes
Sponsor: Mr. William Marshall

Mr. Steven D. Kelly
Regional Sales Manager
OKTA, Inc.
Spouse: Katie Kelly
Sponsor: Mr. Keith Hatcher

Mr. Scott Kuczynski                                                
Government Affairs Public Policy    
Southern Company Gas                        
Spouse: Dr. Katherine Lambert
Sponsor: Mr. Arthur Jones, III

Ms. Montgomery Jones                                        
Registered Nurse        
Emory University Hospital                    
Sponsor: Mr. Arthur Jones, III

Ms. Kathyrn Heard Rogers                                 
Retired Funeral Director                                         
Sponsor: Mr. Milton Heard

Mr. William Gibson                                                  
Assistant Sales Manager                      
Butler Lexus                                                   
Engaged
Sponsor: Mr. Mark Spivey

Dr. Lindsay Barrera                                                 
Physician                                                         
Ortho Georgia                                                               
Spouse: Brandon Barrera
Sponsor: Mr. Arthur Jones, III

Mrs. Laura Mixon
Gear Data Analyst
B & D Industrial
Spouse: Dr. Stephen Mixon
Sponsor: Dr. Zachary Lopater

Mr. John Peterson III
Assistant Sales Manager
Macon Golf  Carts, LLC
Sponsor: Mr. Benjamin Jones

Mr. Jack Harper
Carrier Sales Representative
Ryder
Spouse: Mrs. Kathryn Harper
Sponsor: Mr. H.W. Harper III

Mrs. Michelle P. Harbin                                        
Occupational Therapist                         
Atrium Health                                               
Spouse: Mr. Trevor Harbin
Sponsor: Mrs. Brianne Smith

Dr. Maharsh K. Patel                                                              
Hand Surgeon                                                              
Ortho Georgia                                                               
Spouse: Mrs. Vanessa Patel
Sponsor: Dr. Vishal Patel

Mr. Robert E. Schnetzer                                      
Retired                                                                               
United States Post Office                     
Spouse: Mrs. Jane Schnetzer
Sponsor: Dr. Ryan Schnetzer

Dr. Jim Netherton                                                    
Retired                                                                               
Mercer University                                       
Spouse: Mrs. Patricia Netherton
Sponsor: Mr. Robert Hatcher
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KIRK HICE, PGA DIRECTOR OF GOLF

SEPTEMBER 2025
NEWS AND UPDATES

Mini Open Championship

Congratulations to our Champions
Boyer & Chris Bean, Watson & 

Harrison Argo, Will & Reg Buzzell, 
and Emily Carroll & Steve Welsh

Powers Flournoy after 
his Hole-in-One on #12!

Hole-in-Ones & Great Scores

OCTOBER 3RD  |  FALL BRAWL
OCTOBER 16TH-17TH |  SENIOR MEMBER/GUEST

OCTOBER 22ND  |  LADIES MEMBER/MEMBER
OCTOBER 25TH-26TH  |  MEMBER/MEMBER

UPCOMING EVENTS

Bucky Buxton – Shot his age (68)
Rusty Wynn – Eagle on #10
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Congratulations to Idle Hour’s own Phillips Swift & 
Rob Fruitticher who represented Team Georgia in the 

GSGA Georgia-South Carolina Challenge Match!

Congratulations to our August Couples Golf Champions!
GROSS

Chandler & Hallie Banks | Addison & Amelia Barth
NET

Chris & Beth Murman | Dave & Carol Karlson



Look, we’ve all been there. You’re cruising 
along, having a decent round, when suddenly 
your ball decides to nestle behind a tree. Or 
bury itself  in thick rough. Or sink into a divot 
in the middle of  the fairway—because golf  has 
a wicked sense of  humor.

After a lot of  years in this game and 37 years 
as a PGA professional, I can tell you with 
absolute certainty: trouble shots separate the 
frustrated golfers from the problem-solvers. 
The difference isn’t talent—it’s approach.

I remember coaching a member who’d 
routinely blow up after finding trouble. One day, after watching him turn 
a simple tree problem into a triple bogey meltdown, I told him something 
that changed his game: “Trouble shots aren’t punishment. They’re 
opportunities to get creative.”

Let’s talk about handling these situations like the crafty veteran you’re 
about to become.

THE MINDSET SHIFT
First things first—when you find trouble, take a breath. Seriously. I’ve 
seen countless golfers compound their problems by rushing into recovery 
shots fueled by frustration. That tree isn’t going anywhere. That bunker 
isn’t getting deeper. Take your time.

The pros don’t just accept penalty strokes or difficult lies—they assess, 
adapt, and sometimes even use trouble to their advantage. I’ve watched 
players intentionally use tree trunks as backstops or skip balls across 
water. The course is your canvas; sometimes you just need
different brushes. 

THE PUNCH SHOT: YOUR GET-OUT-OF-JAIL CARD
The punch shot might be the most valuable trouble shot in golf, yet most 
amateurs never practice it. When you’re under trees or need to keep the 
ball low in the wind, this shot is gold. Here’s the secret sauce: Play the 
ball back in your stance, maybe off  your right foot if  you’re right-handed. 
Take a shorter club than normal—if  distance suggests a 7-iron, grab your 
5-iron instead. Grip down on the club, keep your hands ahead of  the ball 
through impact, and make an abbreviated, controlled swing with minimal 
wrist action.

The goal isn’t power—it’s controlling the trajectory. You want that ball 
starting low and staying low, running once it hits the ground. Think of  it 
as bowling, not throwing.

THE UNEVEN LIE MASTER CLASS
Hillside lies confound weekend golfers, but they’re actually predictable 
once you understand the physics.

When the ball’s above your feet, it wants to go left (for right-handers). 
Below your feet? It’s heading right. Uphill lies send the ball higher with 
less distance; downhill lies produce lower, longer shots that roll out.

The adjustment is simple but crucial: Align your shoulders parallel to 
the slope. If  you’re on a downslope, tilt your shoulders downward with 
it. This keeps your swing in harmony with the hill rather than fighting 
against it.

THE RECOVERY DRILL THAT CHANGED 
MY STUDENTS’ GAMES
Here’s a practice drill I’ve used with students for years that dramatically 
improves trouble shot performance:

Find a quiet corner of  the practice area. Place five balls in five different 
challenging positions—deep rough, bare lie, divot, against the collar, half-
buried in sand. Now play each ball with this constraint: you must use the 
same club for all five shots.

This forces creativity. You’ll learn to open faces, close faces, punch down, 
add loft, and manipulate your finish. You’ll discover how to make one 
club do five different jobs.

The magic happens around the third time through this drill. Suddenly, 
you’re not thinking about the trouble—you’re seeing pathways. You’re not 
cursing bad luck—you’re solving puzzles.

Golf  isn’t about perfect lies and straight shots. It’s about managing the 
unexpected and finding joy in the challenge. The next time your ball finds 
trouble, smile. You’ve just been handed an opportunity to play the most 
satisfying shot of  your day.

BOBBY HIX, PGA Senior Golf  Instructor

The best time of  the year to play golf  in the Southeast is Fall. The Bermudagrass has matured and the Bentgrass 
greens have healed from summer stress. The overall playability of  the course continues to be at a high level with quality 
playing surfaces that rival all in the Southeast. We have been on a weed war this August to control the broadleaf  and grass 
type weeds common in this area. You have probably noticed some discoloration in the roughs and various other areas. Fear 
not, these areas will recover fully by mid-September. 

We will be aerifying greens on September 2nd with medium sized tins and moderate sand. The Bermudagrass 
encroachment will be treated mid-September with Tupersan. This product is good at killing the Bermudagrass without a 
lot of  injury to the Bentgrass.

You can use it on Bentgrass during cooler temperatures of  the Fall and Spring. The Club grounds, Par3 Course and 
practice facility look fantastic as Briane Faletto, Timmy Leonhard and Dustin Edwards keep their areas improving. The 
flowers look great and there is a crispness to the landscape that is captivating. 
     
We look forward to seeing the magical links. Fix your Ball Marks and Fill Your Divots please!

Wade Thomas
Director of  Greens and Grounds
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WADE THOMAS, Director

GREENS & GROUNDS

THE GOLF LEARNING CENTEREMBRACE THE TROUBLE

FALL BRINGS MAGIC
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Please join us in congratulating our women’s 
tennis team on winning the Tri-State Level 
Championship last month! As summer comes to 
an end, I would like to thank everyone who made 
this season a great success. Our summer camps 
were a big hit, and our ladies have been training 
hard at bootcamp for league season.

With cooler weather on the way, now is the 
perfect time to get back into the swing of  things. 
We offer a range of  drills throughout the week 
for tennis and pickleball players of  all levels. 
Contact the Tennis Shop to learn moreand sign 
up today. I look forward to seeing you out  on the 
courts this fall!

Your Pro,
Craig Jones

As a reminder, USTA make-up matches
must be played after 12 PM on Saturdays.

WELLNESS CENTERJUNE 2025 NEWSLETTER

CRAIG A. JONES, Director of  Tennis

TENNIS NEWS

ROB HAVER, Wellness Director



TENNIS EVENTS

TENNIS NEWS

TENNIS
2.5 & 3.0 Ladies Drills: 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. on Thursdays 
 
3.5 & 4.0 Ladies Drills: 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays 

Men’s Saturday Morning Drills: 
Drills for Men of  all levels on Saturdays are
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 
Ladies Saturday Morning Drills: 
Drills for Ladies of  all levels on Saturdays are
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
 
Adult Co-Ed Drills: 
Drills for Men & Women, every other Wednesday from
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Working Women’s Drills:  
Drills for women, every other Wednesday from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
   
Tennis Men’s Night Out: 
Men come out and compete in friendly matches of  all levels, 2.5 – 4.0.  
Beverages and balls are provided. 

ADULT PICKLEBALL

Saturday Coed Pickleball Clinic: 
Beginner Clinic from 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. & Int. / Advance Clinic 
from 12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Pickleball Men’s Night Out:
MNO will be held every Tuesday from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. You will play 
multiple games while rotating partners. Beer and Gatorade provided! 
 
JUNIOR TENNIS 
Academy I Drills:  
Drills for Tournament Level and Advanced Players on Wednesdays 
from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m., Thursdays from 5:30- 7:00, & Saturdays from 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
 
Academy II Drills: 
Drills for Tournament Level Players wanting to improve their game 
are on Tuesdays from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. & Saturdays from 12:30 – 2:00 
p.m.  
 
Academy III Drills: 
Drills for players who have taken lessons, know the different strokes 
and are working on developing skills. Designed for ages 6 or 7 and 
up. Saturdays from 
12:30-1:30 p.m.

FALL PICKLEBALL MIXER
 September 25th

IDLE HOUR VS SAVANNAH GOLF CLUB
(WOMEN’S TENNIS &MEN’S PICKLEBALL)

 September 20 th -21st

FPD PICKLEBALL FUNDRAISER
 October 6th

MACON VOLUNTEER CLINIC’S “CALLED TO SERVE” 
TENNIS AND PICKLEBALL MIXERS

October 20th

PICKLEBALL CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
New date Sunday, October 19th @ 1 PM

BOO BASH
October 30th

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

TOURNAMENT 
CAMP

2.5 + 3.0 LADIES 
BOOTCAMP

3.5 + 4.0 LADIES 
BOOTCAMP




